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Immune profiling insights RFA program 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

  HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT:
1) Please use the template below to create your proposal and upload a single PDF copy with your online submission. 
2) You may delete any instructional text but retain all section headings.
3) Review the RFA Full Proposal Instructions linked here. 

GENERAL FORMATTING GUIDELINES

· Use letter-size pages (8.5 x 11 inches) 
· Minimum of one-inch margins on the top, bottom, and both sides of every page
· 11-point font

APPLICATION INFORMATION

   PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR  Click here to enter text.
   INSTITUTION  Click here to enter text.
   PROJECT TITLE Click here to enter text.















SCIENTIFIC NARRATIVE

This section has a maximum total page limit of 5 pages excluding literature citations. You may enter your text directly on this template. You may delete instructional text but all section headings must be retained and all sections must be completed.  

PROJECT GOAL AND RATIONALE 
Please provide a concise statement describing the rationale and goals for the proposed study, including how this work addresses specific Program Goals & Priorities. Include a brief scientific landscape analysis and describe how your study addresses a gap in the field. 
 
STUDY PLAN 
· Provide a clear and detailed study plan, outlining hypotheses to be addressed & aspects of immune function that will be informed by your study.
· Please outline the study methods, outcome measures and sample sizes. Major risks, pitfalls and alternative strategies should be addressed.
· Describe and reference preliminary data demonstrating methodological expertise in the techniques proposed for use in this project (including assay performance characteristics as applicable) and data confirming that the outlined techniques can be effectively implemented in cohorts using similar collection protocols to those from the cohorts proposed for use in this project. Collaboration is strongly encouraged. If necessary, please seek colleagues who can provide experimental and methodological support.	Comment by Samantha Hutten (she/her): Do we want them to demonstrate that their techniques work IN PBMCS COLLECTED USING THE METHODLOGY that was deployed for collection in the cohort they are leveraging @Ariana Farrand (she/her) ?
· Please justify the sample types included in your application including relevant clinical characteristics, rationale for the chosen cohort and confirm that the samples are available for use in the proposed studies. In addition to the description here, please also upload a letter of support from the appropriate clinical cohort coordinator in the Team Narrative section (see below). 
· Provide appropriate sample size justification including power calculations with significance levels, effect sizes and outcome measures considered during the calculation. 
· Please include detailed information on the data types that will be generated and the statistical methods that will be used to analyze the data from the current study.

PROJECT TIMELINE AND MILESTONES 
Funds awarded are to be used solely for the proposed project. Please provide a feasible timeline of milestones and their estimated completion dates demarcated in separate milestone periods. For example, list what you realistically hope to achieve within three months or within six months. This may be done in a summary table and/or description format. In the timeline, please note the estimated completion of any major study milestones over the course of the award period, including any ‘go/no-go’ decision points where progress and data would impact the direction of the project. 

IMPACT STATEMENT 
Please briefly address how the successful completion of this study would expand our understanding of immune cell populations, signaling pathways, or functional immune states that are dysregulated in PD and/or how these immune traits are linked to PD heterogeneity or disease trajectory. 	Comment by Samantha Hutten (she/her): Recommend linking this back to the funding goal to identify immune changes relevant to PD biology, heterogeneity, or disease progression. @Ariana Farrand (she/her) 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION
Please briefly discuss how your project design incorporates principles of diversity, equity, and inclusion. An example may highlight relevant diversity of the chosen cohort(s), such as inclusion of sex/gender or genetic background. 

LITERATURE CITATIONS
Please list literature citations from your application in this section. This section should be no longer than 2 pages.  Please use a citation format in the bibliography that lists all author last names (i.e., “Smith S, Cox A, Napolitano R, Patel R,” not “Smith et al.”). You may use number formatting in the scientific narrative section to reduce word count if necessary. 

BUDGET NARRATIVE

The budget template can be downloaded from the Attachments tab of the online application, where it will also be uploaded. There is no page limit for this section.

BUDGET JUSTIFICATION
1. Provide a brief description of the roles and responsibilities of Key Personnel on the project. All individuals listed in the Team Information Grid in the grant portal must be detailed here. Consultants and subawardee organizations should be described as well. 

2. Provide a justification for key budget items, specifying their relevance to the project (for example, recruitment and retention costs). For a list of allowable and unallowable costs, refer to the Team and Budget Guidelines document. 

3. Non-US based institutions: the exchange rate between local currency and USD should be calculated at the time of application. Please list the exact exchange rate, the date the rate was calculated, and the source of information.


TEAM NARRATIVE
Applicants are encouraged to form cross-organizational collaborative teams. There is no page limit for this section.
1. Provide an overview of your team, including a description of what each organization uniquely contributes (e.g. technical knowledge, access to clinical samples, experience with collection or analysis of relevant data sources and cohorts, path towards validation or commercialization, advanced analytics, etc.) to accomplish the stated goals. 

2. Explain how you will leverage the specific expertise and/or institutional resources to address key unmet needs/challenges. 

3. Include a letter of support from the relevant cohort coordinator indicating their approval to use the proposed samples for this study.

4. Explain why the applicant(s) are best suited to conduct the proposed studies. 

SUPPORTING MATERIALS

SAMPLE COLLECTION PROTOCOLS
Please upload the sample collection & processing protocols for the sample types included in your proposal. This is particularly critical for any proposals utilizing banked cells, as isolation protocols vary widely and are likely to impact readouts for functional assays.

FIGURES AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHS
You may insert one additional page of figures, photographs, or other supporting data. 

RELEVANT ARTICLES
You may link or insert highly relevant articles referenced in the scientific narrative that are published or “in press” at the time of application submission.
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