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 Project Proposal Template 
2027 Request for Applications
PARKINSON’s DISEASE BIOMARKER INNOVATION AND ADVANCEMENT program 
PRE-PROPOSAL TEMPLATE
  HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT:
1) Please use the template below to create an executive summary of your experimental plan and upload a single PDF copy with your online submission. 
2) Text should be no smaller than 11-pt font and not exceed 2 pages, including optional references. You may delete any instructional text to save space.
3) Review the RFA pre-proposal Instructions linked here.
4) For additional support for your application, please use ChatFox, MJFF's 24/7 AI-powered Virtual Assistant for the fastest response. 

APPLICATION INFORMATION

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR		Click here to enter text.
INSTITUTION				Click here to enter text.
PROJECT TITLE			Click here to enter text.

Primary project type, as described in the Request for Applications overview (SELECT ONLY 1):   
☐ Develop, validate, and scale fit-for-purpose assays as drug development tools
☐ Develop, validate, and scale fit-for-purpose imaging technologies as drug development tools
☐ Map and Measure PD Biology  
☐ Characterize Clinical Biomarker Signatures 

Pathological processes this approach aims to characterize (SELECT AT LEAST 1): 
☐ Alpha-synuclein/Tau/Pathological Proteins/Neurodegenerative Markers 
☐ LRRK2/GBA1/Lysosomal-Endolysosomal dysfunction
☐ PARKIN/PINK1/Mitochondria-mitophagy dysfunction
☐ NLRP3/Inflammation/Neuroinflammation/Immune activation
☐ Other(s)


TEMPLATE
Please carefully read the instructional text within each box and address each point in your response. Replace the instructional text with your responses in the second column of the table, maintaining the headings in the first column. We encourage the use of bullet points, when appropriate, as well as the submission of schematics, images and/or graphs accompanying any unpublished preliminary data. Optional literature references as well as schematics, images and/or graphs are excluded from the 2-page limit. 

	PARKINSON’S DISEASE NEED, CONTEXT OF USE, AND APPROACH
	· What PD research or clinical trial need does the proposed biomarker work address? 
· What is the intended context of use and how could it inform PD research, drug development, or clinical trial design decisions? 
· Briefly describe what differentiates this approach and provide evidence supporting it, including the population or setting in which it has been evaluated.  

	PROPOSED WORK AND MILESTONES
	· What is the current stage of development of your biomarker measure, assay, tool technology, or analysis pipeline? 
· What preliminary evidence do you have to support further development of your approach? 
· If the proposed work uses an advanced analytics platform, describe the underlying data, methods, and validation that support its application to PD biomarker research. 
· Summarize the proposed work, the next decision-enabling milestone, and the primary outcome expected if the work is successful.  

	BIOSAMPLE SELECTION STRATEGY
	· What biological samples, imaging measures, or clinical datasets are needed to enable this work? 
· Provide cohort name/source, sample numbers, data types, and other relevant information regarding the biosample or datasets to be used within this project. 
· Are the proposed samples/data available to the team? 
· If requesting MJFF biospecimens, indicate this in the grant portal and follow all subsequent steps to identify the collection or cohort you are accessing. Review the MJFF biospecimen repository to determine samples suited to your work.   

	TEAM AND PARTNER ROLES 
	· Identify the PD biomarker or clinical expertise on the team and any CRO, commercial assay platform provider, or other key partner involved in the proposed work. 
· For academic or nonprofit-led applications, describe the commercial assay platform provider’s role in the development, validation, quality control, technology transfer, or enabling broader access. Include the provider as a co-investigator where required by the RFA. 

	ACCESS, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, AND DATA SHARING
	· What IP, third-party rights, or other restrictions could affect the project or access to its outputs? 
· If applicable, describe how you will make tools available for use outside the originating laboratory. 
· Describe how project data and findings will be shared openly as per the MJFF open science policy, including any applicable restrictions. 

	COMMERCIALIZATION PLAN, IF APPLICABLE
	· If the project aims to develop, validate, or scale a fit-for-purpose assay or measurement tool, summarize the commercialization or distribution pathway. Include anticipated timing and how the tool will be accessible to the broader PD community. 
· If multiple institutions are involved in the development of the product, describe your ownership structure and roles for the advancement of the tool, if successful. 

	PROJECT DURATION AND FUNDING 
	· Provide the requested project duration and budget needed to reach the next milestone. Indicate if any additional resources are needed to enable this work. 
· A detailed budget will be requested at the full proposal stage.  
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